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Choose one of the following questions:

1. What do we mean by ‘the mark of the mental’? Which features of the mind are commonly seen as difficult to explain in terms continuous with the natural sciences, and why?
2. Either:

a. Contrast functionalism with behaviourism: What are the similarities? Why is (strict) behaviourism no longer seen as a tenable account of the mental?

b. Contrast functionalism with type-identity physicalism. Which approach, in your opinion, is best placed to capture the essence of the mental?

3. Is it plausible to suggest that one day we will be able to do without beliefs and desires as a way of describing human behaviour?

4. Argue either for or against the claim that cognition involves the manipulation of sentences in a systematic, productive ‘mentalese’ (i.e. a language of thought).
5. Outline one or other of the Chinese Room and Chinese Nation objections to machine functionalism. Give arguments as to whether or not, in your opinion, the objection is successful.
Some guidance:
First and foremost, you need to show that you are aware of the standard arguments – which we have covered in the course – concerning your topic.

As long as you do that successfully, you will get additional credit, and move into the higher mark brackets, if you can also present some of your own original thought about the issues. (Not just opinions – back up your opinions with arguments!)
